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and he went with his son Joseph to attend this per-
formance. When he returned to the palace he suddenly
felt faint and leaned against the nearest doorway in
the passage through which he and his son were passing.
Joseph hurried to fetch a chair, and asked his father
to sit down while he went for the doctors. Francis said
that he would feel better in a moment, and told Joseph
not to wait for him. Immediately after he had spoken,
however, he collapsed and died.
Maria Theresa, who had been waiting for her husband
in her apartments, heard the commotion in the palace
and came out to see what had happened. Unprepared,
she came into the room into which the doctors had taken
Francis. The shock so stunned her that she was unable
to move or to speak, and was finally carried to her
own rooms.
She locked herself up and refused to see any one for
hours. Even after she had been bled by the physicians,
who feared that her mind had been temporarily affected,
she would not receive any one.
The next morning she still appeared to be entirely
apathetic from grief, but she summoned those of her
children who were in Innsbruck, and made arrangements
for moving Francis's remains to Vienna. " The shock/'
as Albert of Saxony wrote to his parents, " had not
caused her to suffer a physical breakdown/' She sent
for Francis's chamberlains, and learned among other
things that the day before his death Francis had in-
structed his treasurer to pay the sum of 200,000 florins
to the Princess Auersperg, whose passion for gambling
bad increased with the years. When she heard this
news, which was particularly distressing, as in his will
Francis had left everything to Joseph and nothing to
bis younger children, Maria Theresa was riot

